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Oﬁ‘ice Memomndum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO o Culef, Staff Intellizence Group DATE: 7 March 1949

FROM : Chief, B/E§5x1c4bp

SUBJECT: Courment on

25X1C4b
1, Following is our comment on subject peper as requested in
your memorandun of 3 March 1949,
A a. Page 1, varegraph 3.
It is recommended twut the followin: sentence be added
to the end of this ;ULW ez "Shoald en unoredictable and hi»chl,/
variable factor tal alwce - such as a severe econonlc depression

in the United Sta tes - the possibility of a Soviet sdscalculetion
wld be greatly enhanced. n

b. FPoge , parssraph 2.

. Commmnist progress lms ‘been over-stated and it is
recomnended that thils paragranh be revised as follows:
L]

iThe politicel and ideological offensive which the
Soviet Lea aders are conducting is expensive, Luat very maich less
so than war., The c apabilities of this of‘”erl ive have not yet
been exhausted, and the Soviets are unlikely to abandon 1t
in favor of direct mi ilitary action. BSoviet leaders, however,
cannot rezard its progress as satisfactory. Commun lS'L inflvence
n Yestern Europe has been contained and Soviet concern is evident
in their new policy of foregoing mass a:ppeal in favor of hard
cores of internmational commnists, The very restraint with
which the Soviets hawve followed develo*meqts in China indicates
that they do not regerd, by any means, the victory of their
own brand of Comrmunism c~s absolutely sure The Wear and Middle
Eost, as well as the For Zest, provide further limited omportu-
mtles for the expansion of Com mnist influence which heve yet
to e fully ex nlo:.ted "

Cn P:?f‘e a! ) 11"’] :L ‘-l E

It is recommended that in this peragraph considerstion
be ziven to two significant factors which w:ulg effect Soviet
industrial potentizl in case of war, namely, (1) indnstrisl
notozltlal wwined by the Soviets in overrmming Wiestern Zurope,

a (2) erf ect of atanmic boubing on Soviet industrial potential,
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c}/ Page 5, wnaragraph 17, S sy
o Q The contents of this pardereph have been sutdated
I . . 4 s . .
i S principally because of the guccess of Berlin «ir 1ift
o throughout the winter, Lagf fall the Soviets nay have believed
the West to enter inbto nejotictions,

the bloclkde would forc
it whether they still/bettewe—blie is highly questionable,
e1R nowtdl J"I}i:r ie-svgmested that.this peragronh -be--sevwised.to. present the
B 3erlin situation in a more optimistic vein.

e; Pooeh, parserash 20.

It is believed thot Soviet interpretation of Western
It is

intentions is oveysimlified in this varasrapi.
recomrended that tde last sentence be deleted from tals
seragreph and thaf the following sentence be aiced: "It is
most lilely, howgver, that such moves will be interpreted as
initial and necéssary steps toward eveantual agzression,'

f. Foge B, paracraph 21,

Surest that in the last sentence of this paragreph

e substituted for the word "witidrow,"

- 25X1A9a

the word "retreat"
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